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respectable things are tolerated. We have be-
come a part of the social order, and we have
still the prestige of wealth and dignity. But what
wealthy people ever dream nowadays of building
and endowing colleges on purely literary lines ?
All the buildings which have arisen of late in my
University are either buildings for scientific pur-
poses or clerical foundations for ecclesiastical
ends. The vitality of our literary education is
slowly fading out of it. This lack of vitality is
not so evident until you go a little way beneath
the surface. Classical proficiency is still liberally
rewarded by scholarships and fellowships; and
while the classical tradition remains in our schools,
there are a good many men, who intend to be
teachers, who enter for classical examinations.
But where we fail grievously is in our provision
for average men ; they are provided with feeble
examinations in desultory and diffuse subjects, in
which a high standard is not required. It is
difficult to imagine a condition of greater vacuity
than that in which a man leaves the University
after taking a pass degree. No one has en-
deavoured .to do anything for him, or to culti-
vate his intelligence in any line. And yet these
are our parents in the next generation. And the